
Despite the challenges of both Covid and 
economic pressures, Kisharon continues 
to deliver its mission: to realise ambitious 
and personalised education and support 
alongside people with learning disabilities 
and autism, enabling a good life where 
people are valued contributors within the 
community.

Donors’ support is particularly essential 
to us this year given the adverse impact 
of utility costs, near double-digit inflation 
and yet further legislative delays in social 
care and educational reforms and funding; 
all of which crucially means frontline 
providers like us are left with increased 
shortfalls, impacting on essential service 
delivery which only communal generosity 
can fund. To plug these shortfalls, the 
community must come together to 
raise £2.2m to sustain our current level 
of service to the learning disability 
community. Despite another successful 
£1.67m matched funding campaign in May 
2022, we have still not met our target for 
year 2021/22. 

KISHARON 2022 
Strives for each 
person to be the best 
version of themselves

EDUCATION

Tuffkid Nursery  
Our award-winning nursery, rated ‘Outstanding’ 
(OFSTED) at three consecutive inspections, won  
the Mayor of London’s Silver Medal for healthy eating 
& physical development for infants with learning 
disabilities and was the first in Barnet to earn a Gold 
Award for physical activity in the Mayor’s Healthy Early 
Years programme. Tuffkid was also a finalist in Nursery 
World’s national awards. The nursery presently has 
28 infants between the ages of 2-4 years, with 25% 
diagnosed Special Educational Needs. As in previous 
years, Tuffkid is fully subscribed next year and maintains 
a waiting list for those wishing to attend. The nursery 
continues to work closely with Kisharon Noé School to 
prepare children for an easy transition.

The Wohl Campus, Kisharon Noé School & Loftus Family 
Learning Centre 
The school is now fully subscribed next year with 72 
pupils and significant further investment has meant 
the school now benefits from an entirely new senior 
leadership team. The post-16 curriculum and the quality 
of education continue to be key strengths of the school, 
which has been rated as outstanding in independent 
evaluations ratified by Jenny Gridley, Barnet’s school 
improvement partner.

Kisharon Further Education College  
With our growing partnership with Langdon, informal 
education will now be subsumed within Kisharon’s 
transformative Good Days programme, with formal 
education programmes to be offered by our Langdon 
partner.

Thank you so much for an amazing visit. I saw 
so much – and was impressed by so much – 
you have so many different projects in train. 
What is most striking is your dedication, care 
and determination to leave no stone unturned 
in making sure that all those you help have 
the quality of life they deserve.

MICHELLE DYSON 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ADULT SOCIAL CARE
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SOCIAL ENTERPRISES

Kisharon Bike Shop 
Eight people are now supported at the Bike Shop and  
in November this innovative social enterprise recorded  
a yearly high of 396 hours in attendance. 

Notably, bike repairs have increased 27% year-on-
year thanks to the local communities’ recognition of 
the valued service offered by people with learning 
disabilities.  

The Hub  
During sessions offered at The Hub, students from our 
college have recently worked on managing our Bag My 
Treats enterprise. This student-led initiative involved 
every aspect of the commerce, from taking initial 
enquiries to sending out invoices once the orders are 
fulfilled. The initiative has also attracted the interest of 
schools with young disabled people who are keen to 
become more entrepreneurial and learn new skills. The 
team has already had a busy summer packing honey, 
wine and dried fruits and nuts, ready to sell at Kisharon’s 
Home & Giftware Store, Equal, for Rosh Hashanah.

Kisharon’s Home & Giftware Store, Equal 
Our Home and Giftware store in Temple Fortune has 
seen a 9% increase in sales against the last comparable 
year, 2019. Our dedication to offering meaningful 
employment through profitable enterprises has 
strengthened throughout the pandemic.

Further embracing the entrepreneurial spirit of people 
with learning disabilities, we will be working with one 
specific person we support to exhibit her paintings in 
August and commissioning her to translate her designs 
into gift wrap.

Childs Hill Library  
The library is visited annually by 2,000 people and 
is supporting 13 people with learning disabilities into 
career training, work or work equivalence. The library 
runs a gardening club, primary school club, IT help group 
and ‘toddler rhyme-time’, all of which are going strong. 
On Mitzvah Day, volunteers planted over 500 crocuses, 
painted part of the fence and assembled garden 
equipment. Celebrating the Library’s Diamond Jubilee, 
Lord Palmer lauded Kisharon for overcoming sceptics in 
the success it had made of this first partnership library 
- heightening the awareness of the contribution people 
with learning disabilities make in the wider community. 

The library now has funding for Changing Places 
facilities, following the successful joint statutory bid  
with JAMI Café.

SUPPORT SERVICES 

Employment of people we support 
Employment levels are returning to pre-Covid levels, 
with 36 people placed into 52 jobs. Most roles are in 
the retail and hospitality industry, as well as office posts 
(including in Canary Wharf). New opportunities have 
also been sourced at Eli’s Pizza, Carmelli bakery, Alliance 
Managing Agents and Rimon Primary School. 

Day Opportunity Services 
At the Portsdown Road Loftus Learning Centre, an  
array of social activities are balanced with ongoing life 
skills training and support. Our new ‘Good Days’ initiative 
is being readied, whereby a holistic and  
user-led experience will offer more choice to everyone.

Supported Living 
Recently opening, Clara House has become home for 
five young women, where the latest technology affords 
greater personal control for people we support who 
choose to live in this cutting-edge accommodation. 
Kisharon is currently supporting 34 people, with a 
growing waiting list for a service ranked by CQC as good 
(with outstanding features in care and support).

Volunteering and Community Engagement 
In Volunteering, the focus has been on recruiting 
new people for specific needs expressed by support 
services, as well as reconnecting with those who had 
to stop volunteering due to the pandemic. Numerous 
befriending Social Enterprise initiatives were delivered 
supported by those giving of their time. Our new 
Community Inclusion Coordinator has significantly 
expanded our work with schools, universities, shuls and 
community groups, to include all-important Bar/Bat 
mitzvah twinning, Learning Disability Awareness Training 
and engagement at careers conventions.

Kisharon was also integral to the funding and launch of 
a ground-breaking Siddur for all, Siddur Lakol, receiving 
international plaudits for ensuring inclusivity for people 
with learning disabilities into mainstream religious 
services.
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